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RECOMMENDATIONS
  LINK HUMANITARIAN, DEVELOPMENT, AND PEACE WORK, USING  FLEXIBLE 

APPROACHES AND FUNDING MECHANISMS, TO BUILD COMMUNITY 

 RESILIENCE AND ENSURE THAT HUMANITARIAN NEEDS ARE MET AND 

TRANSITIONS ARE MADE EFFICIENTLY. 

 Æ The government and donor organizations should support deve

lopment programmes that can pivot to humanitarian responses 

as needed. Longterm livelihood development supports the 

 resilience of vulnerable communities to shocks and stresses, but 

now more than ever, a conflictsensitive approach and builtin 

peacebuilding aspects are crucial to contribute to preventing 

conflict from breaking out. Mechanisms such as early warning/

early action or crisis modifiers can help programmes not only 

prevent conflictaffected communities from sliding further into 

poverty and vulnerability but also transition efficiently from 

humanitarian assistance to development while building peace. 

Include contingency budgets in programmes given the high 

 probability of disruption in settings prone to conflict and shocks. 

More broadly, use flexible funding to build resilient food systems 

where smallholder farmers can play a more active role in deci

sionmaking processes and are better integrated into the food 

value chain. Caution needs to be taken against significant shift 

from existing methodologies but maintaining stable methodology 

and finetuning approaches while responding to crises.

ENSURE COORDINATION BETWEEN SECTORS AND BETWEEN 

 HUMANITARIAN AND DEVELOPMENT ACTORS SO THAT RESOURCES ARE 

USED EFFECTIVELY TO BUILD INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE.

 Æ A multisectoral, multistakeholder approach can help ensure that 

all stakeholders are pulling in the same direction to achieve the 

full scope of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and to 

meet priorities set in relevant national plans and strategies. To 

ensure efficient implementation at all levels—particularly at the 

local level—government and development actors should work jointly 

on implementing the new 10year national food and nutrition 

 strategy, for which a total of US$2.5 billion is needed (50 percent 

of the overall budget is secured). The strategy provides a policy 

framework for effective multisectoral coordination and requires 

synergy and complementarity between humanitarian and 

 development interventions to increase people’s resilience. Better 

coordination among stakeholders will help address funding gaps 

and prevent duplication of effort.

STRENGTHEN LOCAL MARKETS AND LOCALLY LED INITIATIVES TO 

 MAXIMIZE THE IMPACT OF HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE IN CONFLICT 

 SETTINGS 

 Æ Local markets are vital for sustaining communities affected by 

shocks and can help ensure the food and nutrition security of 

communities affected by conflict. Even in humanitarian emer

gencies, assistance can be offered in a way that supports mar

kets while addressing the needs of the most vulnerable. Where 

markets are functioning, avoid handouts that can harm the liveli

hoods of those who depend on selling their goods in markets. 

Instead, provide cash or digital vouchers that recipients can use 

to purchase food in markets. Where markets are not functioning, 

work towards market functionality while providing food in kind 

that is appropriate to the local community as a temporary measure.

BASE HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE ACTIONS ON A THOROUGH 

 UNDERSTANDING OF THE LOCAL CONTEXT. 

 Æ In each setting, it is critical to understand conflict dynamics, 

available markets, and community preferences, while striving to 

reduce dependency and contribute to local economic develop

ment. This will help ensure that interventions are flexible, 

 prioritized, needbased, and sustainable so they address the 

 challenges faced by members of the whole community, many of 

whom are not part of conflicts, but victims. Provision of food 

items must be appropriate to the specific context of the targeted 

beneficiaries. For example, when handing out grain, provide milled 

grain or ensure that conflictaffected communities have the finan

cial resources to mill the grain. In conflict settings where people 

lack basic cooking equipment, provide easily consumable and 

nonperishable food items. Although the nationallevel GHI report 

shows the current status of the country as a whole, subnational 

level data for the GHI indicators and other complementary indi

cators, where available, can help expand the evidence base on 

local successes and challenges.
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The national launch of the Global Hunger Index (GHI) Report 2021 was held in Addis Ababa on 5 April 2022. The event was attended by high

level officials from the Ministries of Agriculture and Health as well as from international institutions and development and  humanitarian partners. 

The launch included presentations on the findings and implementation recommendations of the GHI report as well as a presentation on 

“The Ethiopian Food System Transformation: The Context,  Processes, and Current State”, elaborated in line with the United Nations Food  Systems 

Summit. A panel discussion addressed key issues with  specific reference to Ethiopia related to the theme of the 2021 GHI report: hunger and 

food systems in conflict settings. Following are some of the key recommendations made during the launch. 

Alliance2015 is a strategic network of seven European nongovernment 
organisations engaged in humanitarian and development action. Our members 
are ACTED/France, Ayuda en Acción/Spain, Cesvi/Italy, Concern Worldwide/
Ireland, HELVETAS /Switzerland, People in Need/Czech Republic and 
Welthungerhilfe (German Agro Action)/Germany. All Alliance2015 members 
are present in Ethiopia and operating in the country for decades.

Visit: www.globalhungerindex.org

Contact: sara.worku@alliance2015.org

The Global Hunger Index is copublished Concern and Welthungerhilfe, with 
contributions from Alliance2015 members. These recommendations mainly 
draw on the panel discussion during the Global Hunger Index launch event 
held in Addis Ababa on April 5, 2022, which was organized by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the Ministry of Health, and Alliance2015. We thank all speakers 
and contributors for their valuable inputs.

The launch event was organized with financial support from the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development.
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