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Following the explosion in
Beirut port on the 4th of
August 2020, Alliance2015
members already present
on the ground joined the
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community’s efforts to
respond to the urgent
humanitarian needs and
mitigate the severe long-term
consequences of the disaster.
In the immediate aftermath of
the explosion, Alliance2015
members have activated
existing coordination efforts
both at Head Office and
country-level for information
exchange and coordination
of a joint assessment to
provide further insights

on how this disaster has
exacerbated already
precarious food security

and livelihoods conditions,
aiming to complement other
information made available by
local and international actors
as part of this response.

Over €400,000 were
immediately released by
Alliance2015 members
for the first response and
we call upon institutional



donors to complement these
efforts to reach vulnerable
disaster-affected population
with relief activities and
short and long-term
recovery programmes.

Alliance2015 members
present in Lebanon are
ACTED, Cesvi, Concern
Worldwide, Helvetas,

Hivos, People in Need, and
Welthungerhilfe. Most of

the members have a long-
consolidated presence in the
country, dating back to the
early 2000s. Others have
recently joined, bringing in
their expertise to the portfolio
of Alliance2015 in Lebanon.

Alliance2015 partners have
previously implemented
joint programming tackling
structural, social and

Alliance2015 members distributing
UNFPA's dignity kits

economic issues limiting
access to livelihoods for
vulnerable populations

in Lebanon. Altogether,
members have implemented
programs in Lebanon
representing an annual
budget of over 17 million euros
in 2019 alone, targeting local
communities and displaced
persons reaching more
than 1 million people, with
services ranging from Food
Security and Livelihoods

to WASH (water, sanitation
and hygiene), Education,
Protection and Social
Inclusion.

The members’ profiles allow
for a well assorted availability
of technical expertise in all
the sectors of reference, in
addition to a consolidated
practice of work, in Lebanon
and globally, on emergency
response, early recovery and
development.
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|—I-\Iliance2015 approach
and priorities
in emergency response

Members of Alliance2015 work
closely with local communities,
as well as with a network
comprising 25 local civil
society organisations and
have strong relationships with
local authorities and institutions,
in order to ensure a relevant
and locally-led response to
crisis-affected population and a
meaningful contribution to the
localisation agenda. Such ties
with local actors allow for the
design and implementation of
actions that take into account
the contextual complexities
resulting from the recent
disaster that unfolded against
the backdrop of a regional
refugee crisis, deep economic
instability, political fragility and a
surge in COVID-19 cases.

The response priorities set by
Alliance2015 members, resulting
from internal and external needs
assessments and existing
technical capacity, are:

« Provision of basic
assistance to respond to
immediate needs, such as
in-kind or cash-support to
enable access to non-food
items and cover household
running costs.

Protection services to
respond to the specific needs
emerging from this disastrous
event, including much
needed psychosocial first aid,
case management, mental
health and psychosocial
support (MHPSS), gender
based violence (GBV)
prevention and response,
tailored support to persons
with special needs

and establishment of
community-based protection
mechanisms.

Support to immediate and
mid-term food security,
through the provision of

food assistance (cash and
in-kind), as well as technical
and financial support to
micro business in the agro-
food sector, support to
cooperatives, and agricultural
value chain development.

Promotion of livelihood
opportunities through cash
for work or labour subsidies,
support to MSMEs (micro-
small-medium enterprises),
social enterprises, and
supporting young leaders
though capacity building,



Alliance2015 members distributing
UNFPA dignity kits in Burj Hammoud

access to micro-credit
and financial grants to
help revive market actors
and systems and boost
economic recovery.

Rehabilitation of shelter
damages caused by the
explosion through cash
assistance, beneficiary-led
housing repairs, shelter kits
and urban planning.

Rehabilitation of WASH
infrastructure and facilities;
support to local water and
solid waste management;
waste sorting and recycling
and capacity building on
health and environmental
issues; provision of water
supply systems and water
testing; awareness raising

for diseases prevention,
including COVID-19
prevention and response.

Support access to quality
education, through school
rehabilitation, distribution

of hygiene and basic health
supplies for formal schools
reopening; provision of non-
formal education activities,
involving psycho-social
support and extra-curricular
activities; provision of cash
for education; distribution
of IT equipment for distance
learning.

FOR THE ABOVE-MENTIONED
INTERVENTIONS,
ALLIANCE2015 AGENCIES
ARE JOINTLY APPEALING
FOR 10 MILLION EUROS FOR
THEIR RESPONSE TO THIS
EMERGENCY IN LEBANON.
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Alliance2015 is a strategic
partnership of eight
European non-governmental
organisations, with a

shared commitment to

the achievement of the
Sustainable Development
Goals, founded in 2000.

Ilts members are: ACTED
(France), Ayuda en Accién
(Spain), Cesvi (Italy), Concern
Worldwide (Ireland),
Helvetas (Switzerland), Hivos
(The Netherlands), People in
Need (Czech Republic), and
Welthungerhilfe (Germany).
Between them, Alliance2015
members have a presence

in more than 90 countries,
spending in excess of
1 billion euros globally
to reach their goals on




sustainable development in
thousands of communities.

Responding quickly and
effectively to emergencies is
one of the major strengths of
Alliance2015 members, who
have significant expertise

in humanitarian response
and disaster risk reduction,
consolidated through
members engagement in
some of the most complex
and challenging humanitarian
crises, among which the

two regional refugee crises
in Middle East and Latin
America.

In a growing number of
countries, the pre-established
Alliance2015 coordination
mechanisms and technical

Beirut, August 2020
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peer-support help teams on
the ground to prepare and
deliver quick and effective
responses to a range of
different human-made and
natural disaster, such as the
Mosul crisis in Iraq, the floods
in Nepal and Sri Lanka, Idai
and Kenneth cyclones in
Mozambique and the Amphan
cyclone in India.

Thanks also to the diversified
expertise of the member
organisations, active in

the humanitarian and
development sectors,

the delivery of immediate
post-disaster assistance

is followed by support
throughout the recovery
phases.
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